
The Story of Hanns Joachim Scharff: Master
Interrogator of the Luftwaffe
In the annals of intelligence gathering, few figures stand out as enigmatic
and influential as Hanns Joachim Scharff. As the master interrogator of the
Luftwaffe, Scharff played a pivotal role in shaping the course of World War
II, extracting vital information from Allied prisoners of war (POWs) that
proved invaluable to the German war effort.
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Early Life and Career

Hanns Joachim Scharff was born on October 12, 1907, in Hamburg,
Germany. From a young age, he exhibited a keen interest in languages and
psychology, skills that would later serve him well in his interrogation career.

After graduating from high school, Scharff joined the German army and
was assigned to the Abwehr, the military intelligence service. In 1935, he
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was transferred to the Luftwaffe, where he rose through the ranks and
eventually became the head of the interrogation department.

Interrogation Techniques

Scharff's interrogation techniques were legendary. He eschewed the use of
torture and coercion, instead relying on his ability to build rapport with his
subjects and exploit their psychological vulnerabilities.

Scharff's approach was based on the principle of "indirect interrogation." He
would carefully observe his subjects' behavior, paying attention to their
body language, speech patterns, and emotional reactions. By identifying
their strengths and weaknesses, he could tailor his questioning to maximize
his chances of obtaining information.

Scharff also employed a variety of psychological tricks. He would often
pretend to be sympathetic to his subjects' plight, thereby gaining their trust.
He would also use flattery, deception, and even humor to break down their
defenses.

Notable Interrogations

Among Scharff's most famous interrogations was that of Rudolf Hess, the
deputy Führer of Nazi Germany. In 1941, Hess mysteriously flew to
Scotland in an attempt to negotiate a peace treaty with the British. Scharff
was tasked with interrogating Hess and extracting information about his
motives and the German government's war plans.

Through a combination of psychological probing and linguistic analysis,
Scharff was able to determine that Hess was delusional and had acted
without the knowledge or approval of Hitler. This information was crucial for



the British government, as it helped to dispel any notion that Germany was
seeking a negotiated end to the war.

Scharff also played a key role in the interrogation of American airmen who
had been shot down over Germany. He was able to obtain valuable
information about Allied bombing strategies, aircraft capabilities, and the
morale of the American troops. This information was used by the Luftwaffe
to improve its defensive tactics and counter Allied air raids.

Post-War Career

After the war, Scharff was captured by the Allies and interrogated himself.
Despite facing charges of war crimes, he was eventually released and
returned to Germany. He went on to write several books about his
experiences as an interrogator, including "The Interrogation of Rudolf Hess"
and "Psychological Warfare in Interrogation."

Scharff died in 1992 at the age of 84. He left behind a legacy as one of the
most skilled and influential interrogators in history. His interrogation
techniques continue to be studied and applied by intelligence agencies
around the world.

Hanns Joachim Scharff was a master of his craft, a brilliant interrogator
who played a pivotal role in the outcome of World War II. His legacy lives
on, not only in the information he extracted from enemy POWs, but also in
the enduring value of his interrogation techniques.

The Story of Hanns Joachim Scharff is a fascinating and captivating
account of one man's remarkable life and his profound impact on the
course of history.
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