
Mark Twain's Final Years: A Journey Through
His Circle and Legacy
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better known by his pen name Mark Twain,
was an American author and humorist who is widely regarded as one of the
greatest writers in American literature. His final years, from 1891 to 1910,
were a period of both personal and literary turmoil, yet also a testament to
his resilience and enduring legacy.

Personal Struggles

The years leading up to Twain's death were marked by a series of personal
tragedies. In 1896, his beloved daughter Susy died of spinal meningitis at
the age of 24. Two years later, his close friend and publisher, William Dean
Howells, passed away. These losses devastated Twain, who had always
been known for his optimism and humor.
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In addition to his personal losses, Twain also faced financial difficulties
during his final years. His publishing company went bankrupt in 1894,
leaving him deeply in debt. To repay his creditors, Twain embarked on a
grueling lecture tour, which further strained his health.

Literary Legacy

Despite his personal struggles, Twain continued to write prolifically during
his final years. He published several important works, including "The
Mysterious Stranger" (1905) and "What Is Man?" (1906). These works
explored themes of religion, morality, and the human condition, and
demonstrated Twain's continued ability to provoke and inspire readers.

Twain also worked on his autobiography, which was published
posthumously in 1924. "The Autobiography of Mark Twain" provides a
fascinating glimpse into the mind and experiences of one of America's
greatest literary figures.

His Circle

Twain's final years were spent in the company of a close circle of friends
and associates. These included:

* Henry Rogers: A wealthy industrialist who became Twain's close friend
and financial benefactor. * Albert Bigelow Paine: A biographer and
journalist who assisted Twain with his autobiography. * Clara Clemens:
Twain's daughter, who provided him with much-needed emotional support
during his final years.

These individuals played a significant role in Twain's life, helping him
through his personal and literary challenges.



Twain's Beliefs

Twain's final years were marked by a profound skepticism and pessimism.
He had always been a critic of religion and organized society, and his
experiences in his later years only reinforced these beliefs. In his writings,
he expressed a deep distrust of human nature and a belief that the world
was fundamentally flawed.

However, Twain's pessimism was tempered by a deep love of humanity. He
believed that even in the darkest of times, there was always room for
laughter and compassion. This belief is reflected in his most famous works,
such as "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" and "The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn."

Legacy

Mark Twain died in 1910 at the age of 74. His legacy as one of America's
greatest writers is secure. His works continue to be read and enjoyed by
millions around the world, and they continue to provoke and inspire readers
of all ages.



The Final Years: A Must-Read for Twain Enthusiasts

"The Final Years 1891 1910 Mark Twain And His Circle" by Justin Kaplan is
an essential read for anyone interested in the life and work of Mark Twain.
Kaplan provides a comprehensive and insightful account of Twain's final
years, exploring his personal struggles, literary achievements, and
enduring legacy.
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The book is meticulously researched and beautifully written, and it offers a
unique perspective on one of America's most iconic literary figures. It is a
must-read for Twain enthusiasts and anyone who appreciates the power of
literature to illuminate human experience.
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