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Geese are a versatile and rewarding addition to any hobby farm. They
provide meat, eggs, and feather pillows, and are relatively easy to care for.
In this article, we'll discuss everything you need to know about raising
geese, from choosing the right breed to housing, feeding, and breeding.

Choosing the Right Breed

There are many different breeds of geese, each with its own unique
characteristics. Some of the most popular breeds for meat production
include the Embden, Toulouse, and Pilgrim geese. These breeds are
known for their large size and fast growth rate.
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If you're interested in raising geese for eggs, then you'll want to choose a
breed that is known for its egg production. Some of the best egg-laying
breeds include the Chinese, Embden, and Toulouse geese. These breeds
can lay up to 50 eggs per year.

If you're interested in using the feathers from your geese to make pillows or
other bedding, then you'll want to choose a breed that is known for its
feather quality. Some of the best feather breeds include the Embden,
Toulouse, and Pilgrim geese. These breeds have soft, fluffy feathers that
are ideal for making pillows.

Housing

Geese are relatively easy to house. They can be kept in a variety of
different structures, including barns, sheds, or coops. The important thing is
to provide them with a dry, draft-free environment.

The size of your housing will depend on the number of geese you're
raising. A good rule of thumb is to provide 4 square feet of space per
goose.

Your housing should also have good ventilation. This will help to keep the
air quality clean and prevent respiratory problems in your geese.

Feeding

Geese are omnivores and they can eat a variety of different foods.
However, their diet should primarily consist of a commercial goose feed.
This feed will provide them with the nutrients they need to stay healthy and
productive.



In addition to commercial feed, you can also give your geese a variety of
other foods, such as:

Grass

Hay

Alfalfa

Corn

Wheat

Oats

Fruits

Vegetables

It's important to make sure that your geese have access to clean water at
all times.

Breeding

Geese are relatively easy to breed. They typically reach sexual maturity at
around 6 months of age. The breeding season for geese runs from
February to June.

To breed geese, you need at least one male and one female. The male
goose is called a gander and the female goose is called a goose.

The gander and goose will mate and the goose will lay eggs. The goose
will typically lay between 10 and 20 eggs per year.



The eggs will hatch after about 30 days. The goslings will need to be kept
warm and dry until they are feathered.

Raising geese is a rewarding and fun experience. Geese are relatively
easy to care for and they provide meat, eggs, and feather pillows. If you're
looking for a way to add to your hobby farm, then geese are a great option.
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