
Context Provider: Conditions of Meaning in
Media Arts
The concept of context is central to understanding the meaning of media
arts. Context can be defined as the set of circumstances or conditions that
surround a particular event or text. It can include the historical, social,
cultural, and economic factors that influence the production and reception
of a media text.
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Context can play a significant role in shaping the interpretation of media
texts. For example, the meaning of a film can be very different depending
on the context in which it is viewed. A film that is seen in a theater with a
group of friends may be interpreted differently than the same film that is
seen alone at home.

Context can also be used as a tool for critical analysis. By examining the
context of a media text, we can better understand the intentions of the
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author and the ways in which the text reflects the values and beliefs of the
society in which it was produced.

This book explores the concept of context and its role in shaping the
meaning of media arts. It examines how context can influence the
interpretation of media texts and how it can be used as a tool for critical
analysis. The book also provides a range of case studies that demonstrate
how context can be used to understand the meaning of media arts in a
variety of different contexts.
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Chapter 1: The Concept of Context

The concept of context is a complex one that has been debated by
philosophers and scholars for centuries. In general, context can be defined
as the set of circumstances or conditions that surround a particular event or
text. It can include the historical, social, cultural, and economic factors that
influence the production and reception of a media text.

Context can be divided into two main types: internal context and external
context. Internal context refers to the elements within a media text that
provide clues to its meaning. This can include the setting, characters, plot,
and dialogue. External context refers to the factors outside of a media text
that can influence its interpretation. This can include the historical, social,



cultural, and economic context in which the text was produced and
received.

Chapter 2: Context and Interpretation

Context can play a significant role in shaping the interpretation of media
texts. For example, the meaning of a film can be very different depending
on the context in which it is viewed. A film that is seen in a theater with a
group of friends may be interpreted differently than the same film that is
seen alone at home.

The context in which a media text is produced can also influence its
interpretation. For example, a film that is produced in a time of war may be
interpreted differently than the same film that is produced in a time of
peace.

Chapter 3: Context as a Tool for Critical Analysis

Context can be used as a tool for critical analysis by examining the context
of a media text, we can better understand the intentions of the author and
the ways in which the text reflects the values and beliefs of the society in
which it was produced.

For example, a critical analysis of a film might examine the historical
context in which the film was produced, the social and cultural values that
are reflected in the film, and the ways in which the film represents or
challenges the status quo.

Chapter 4: Case Studies

This chapter provides a range of case studies that demonstrate how
context can be used to understand the meaning of media arts in a variety of



different contexts. The case studies include:

An analysis of the film The Birth of a Nation in the context of the Jim
Crow era

An analysis of the television series The Cosby Show in the context of
the Reagan era

An analysis of the video game Grand Theft Auto V in the context of the
war on drugs

These case studies demonstrate how context can be used to understand
the meaning of media arts in a variety of different contexts. They also show
how context can be used as a tool for critical analysis.
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