
Art Ode to Hella, for Japan: Norse Goddess of
the Underworld's Journey to the Rising Sun
In the wake of the devastating 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami,
Japanese artist Midori Hirose embarked on a transformative artistic
journey. Inspired by the Norse goddess Hella, the ruler of the underworld,
Hirose created a poignant and evocative series of paintings that explore
themes of loss, renewal, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Midori Hirose: Artist of the Soul

Midori Hirose is a renowned Japanese artist known for her ethereal and
introspective works. Her paintings often delve into the realms of mythology
and spirituality, expressing the complexities of human emotions and the
interconnectedness of all things.
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Following the disaster, Hirose felt a deep need to respond through her art.
She turned to the figure of Hella, the enigmatic Norse goddess associated
with the afterlife, as a symbol of the transformative power of loss and the
hope that can emerge from despair.

Hella: Goddess of the Underworld

Hella, the daughter of the trickster god Loki, is often portrayed as a
formidable and enigmatic figure. She rules over Helheim, the realm of the
dead in Norse mythology. However, beyond her fearsome reputation, Hella
is also seen as a wise and compassionate goddess who guides souls
through their journey into the afterlife.

In Hirose's interpretation, Hella becomes a symbol of both the destructive
and regenerative aspects of grief. Her paintings depict Hella as a
benevolent guide, leading the lost and guiding their spirits towards healing
and rebirth.

The Art Ode to Hella

Hirose's Art Ode to Hella comprises a series of large-scale paintings that
evoke the profound emotions of the disaster and its aftermath. The works
are characterized by their ethereal and dreamlike qualities, employing a
muted color palette and delicate brushwork.

"Hella's Passage" depicts the goddess traversing a desolate landscape, her
presence illuminating the darkness. "Journey to the Rising Sun" captures
the resilience of the Japanese people, their spirit unbroken despite the
devastation. "Land of Shadows" explores the depths of grief and the hope
that can emerge from it.



Symbolism and Interpretation

Hirose's paintings are rich in symbolism, drawing from both Norse
mythology and Japanese folklore. The crow, often associated with death
and prophecy, appears as a messenger from Helheim. Water, a symbol of
both destruction and renewal, is a recurring element in her works.

The rising sun, a potent symbol of hope and rebirth in Japanese culture, is
a pivotal motif in the Art Ode to Hella. It represents the promise of new
beginnings, the possibility of healing and reconstruction after the
devastation.

Art as a Bridge of Healing

Hirose's intention with the Art Ode to Hella was not merely to
commemorate the disaster but to create a space for healing and reflection.
She hoped that her paintings would resonate with those who had
experienced loss and inspire a sense of solidarity and hope.

The exhibition of the Art Ode to Hella toured major cities in Japan and
internationally, reaching a wide audience. Hirose's powerful imagery and
compassionate message touched the hearts of countless viewers,
providing solace and a sense of shared experience.

: A Legacy of Resilience

Midori Hirose's Art Ode to Hella stands as a testament to the power of art to
heal, inspire, and bridge the gaps between cultures. Through her evocative
and profound paintings, she transformed the devastating events of the
2011 disaster into a poignant and uplifting message of hope and resilience.



The Art Ode to Hella serves as a reminder that even in the darkest of times,
the human spirit has the capacity to endure, to heal, and to create beauty
from adversity. It is a legacy that continues to inspire and uplift to this day.
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